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ORDERED, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament aſſembled, That the 'Thanks of this Houſe be, and 
are hereby, given to the Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, for the 
Sermon by him preached before this Houſe on Friday laſt, in 
the Abby Church, Weſtminſter; and he is hereby deſired 
to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


ASHLEY COWPER, 
Cler. Parliamentor. 
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A S ERM O N, &c. 


JEREMIAH V. 25. 


2˙ our Iniquities have. turned away theſe things, and your Sins 
| have withbolden TT things from you. 


HE duties of Religion, though equally obligatory at 
all ſeaſons, and in every ſituation and circumſtance | | 
of life, are ſeldom attended with that ſeriouſneſs which be- | 
comes their importance, but in times of Adverſity and Diſ- | 
treſs. Proſperity is welcomed as our due; and the chear- 
fulneſs and alacrity it inſpires. leave us little either of lei- 
ſure or inclination to examine ſcrupulouſly into its cauſe 
and author. We allow God to be as bountiful to us as he 
pleaſes; and do not find ourſelves diſpoſed to any extraordi- 
_ nary acts of gratitude for thoſe inſtances of his regard, by 
. 1 which, 


. 
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which, in our own opinions, we are but barely recompenced 
according to our deſervings. On the contrary, when Cala- 
mity has rouſed us to recollection, and by its ſevere but 
wholeſome diſcipline reſtored ſtrength and firmneſs to the 
relaxed and diſſipated heart, our enquiries are immediately 
directed to the ſource from whence this ſudden viſitation 

aroſe : the gay ideas, by which we ſuffered ourſelves to be 
deluded in the hours of health and affluence, vaniſh like a 
ſummer's cloud; and the mind, diſappointed in its worldly 

proſpects, and depreſſed with diffidence and terror, when it 
ventures to look forward into futurity, is prevailed on at 

length to turn its eyes to heaven, and to fly for refuge * to 


. what alone is able to ſupport it, the hopes and comforts of 
Religion. 


How kind and merciful are all the appointments of Pro- 
videncc to Man! Pain and fickneſs, affliction and diſtreſs, 
bitter in themſelves, are rendered palatable to the ſufferer, 
by contributing to his melioration and improvement. 
They teach, what without ſuch inſtructors we are generally 
but ill inclined to learn, humility, « candour, patience, reſigna- 
tion; and, however grievous for the preſent, they fail not to 
produce, except in the moſt obdurate tempers, e peace- 
able fruits of righteoufhs % unto them which are exerc cijed 


aber 0 f. 


What has been faid of men conſidered as Individuals, is 
equally true of men collected into Societies. States, no leſs 


Heb. vi. 18. ed xi 1, IT: 
© | than, 
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than Gagds perſons, When ſwelled with the gale of unex- 


pected and unmerited ſucceſs, are eaſily borne away from the 
courſe, which prudence would recommend to them to ſteer; 
and, pampered with abundance, are too apt to forget, or 
overlook, the bountiful hand, from whence it flows. But 
no ſooner has the tide of human affairs begun to turn, and 
inteſtine diviſions or foreign enemies have reduced a cor- 
rupted kingdom to the verge of ruin, than, united by the 
general danger, they eagerly take the alarm: God's altars 
are crowded with votarics; and the people, impreſſed with 
the recent tokens of the divine vengeance, are in haſte to de- 
precate his diſpleaſure, and to beſpeak his returning love by 
all the marks of unfeigned contrition and amendment. 


And there can be no doubt, with any who belicve the 
Scriptures, or even the fundamental doctrines of Natural 
Religion, but that humiliation and confeſſion of tin are right 
in themſelves, and, when accompanied with repentance and 
reformation of manacrs, the moſt likely means of obtaining 
mercy from God, and of removing or ſuſpending the effects 
of his indignation. It is with this vicw, as politic as it 15 
pious, that our gracious Sovereign, ever watchful to pro- 
mote the true intereſts of his ſubjects, hath called us together 
this day; and every one, who 1s indeed ſolicitous for the 
common welfare, will ſecond ſo ſalutaty a deſign, by re- 
viewing and correcting, firit, his ovn errors, and, then, the 
errors of others, over whom he m 7 have an influence. To 


provide for the general ſafety by their counſels, or to guard 
it by their arms, is the lot only of a few: but it is the duty 


of all to ſend up their ſupplications to the throne of grace, 
and to endeavour, in this w ay at leaſt, to promote the public 


B 2 happ inets. 
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happineſs. No engagements of any other ſort can excuſe 


from this ſo reaſonable a ſervice; and he may juſtly be cen- 


ſured as an enemy to his country, who on ſuch an occaſion 
withdraws himſelf from its aſſiſtance, and refuſes to con- 
tribute ſo much as his prayers for its protection, 


It is the remark of an ancient Hiſtorian *, juſtly emi- 
nent for his political ſagacity, that as ruſt conſumes iron, 
and worms devour wood, and both are born and nouriſhed 
with the ſubſtances on which they prey; ſo with every pol- 


ſible form of government that human wiſdom can deviſe 


there is ſome latent principle of deſtruction, which accom- 


panies it from the firſt, grows up together with it, and at 


length overpowers and puts an end to it. Akin to this ob- 


ſervation is another, adopted too by writers of no vulgar 


fame, who have been fond of diſcovering a ſimilitude be- 


tween the ages of ſtates and men; which, it is faid, have 


each their regular ſtages of infancy, youth, and maturity, 


and, after having paſſed through theſe, advance, in the ſame 


progreifive courſe, to certain old age and diftolution. Afﬀer- 
tions, ſuch as theſe, when brought to prove that civil eftab- 


i:hments are doom'd to fall by the fame inevitable neceſſity 
with natural ſubtances and animal bodies, are better fitted 


do adorn the fictions of poets, than to appear among the 


naxims of grave hiſtorians. Yet it is an important truth, 
and deferving our moſt ferious attention, that Communities, 


as well as the Individuals which compoſe them, are not ex- 


©, Polybius. 


empted 
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REV from debility and death: They may be overw helm. d, 
at once, by External Violence; or, what is as ſure a way to 


tuin, may languith and decay through the prey ailing influence 


of Internal Corruption. 


The inſtances, by which both the cauſes here nend, of 
the decline and fall of empires, have been ſeen to operate, 


with reſpect to other kingdoms, are atteſted by authentic 
records of paſt times: inſtead of dwelling on theſe, it will 


be more to our purpoſe to conſider, how far the ſame fatal 
truth may be illuſtrated from what is diſcernible in the pre - 
ſent condition of Our own, 


I. To any one, who reflects on the benevolent and ſocial 
affections implanted in the human breaſt by our Creator, it 
muſt appear evident beyond all contradiction, that War can- 
not be the natural ſtate of man. From Seb 
it may be undertaken, on whatever motives it may be juſti- 
fied, the miſeries it carries along with it are fo many, and all 


to dreadful, as to afford not the ſlendereſt argument, from 
the reaſon of the thing, to conclude, that the ruler of the 


world intended to promote the good of his rational ſubjects 
in any ſuch way. Whether tlie evils, inſeparable from it, 


be regarded in a temporal or ſpiritual light, none of them ate 


to be thought of without horror. The carnage of the hu— 


man ſpecies, by the ſtroke of the enemy, by famine and 


ſickneſs, by labour and confinement, by unwholeſome cli- 


mates and inclement ſeaſons ; the cruelties committed, with 
out remorſe or fear, by men hardened to wickedneſs, and 


let looſe to prey on their fellow creatures; the ruin of honeſt 
and 
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and induſtrious families, deprived at once of all that might 
ſupport or comfort them; the depopulation of rich and 
fertile provinces; the interruption of commerce, and of the 
arts of peaceful life; are but a few of the calamities, which 
attend it in its train. To theſe its uſual aggravations is 
ſometimes added another circumſtance, which doubles the 
anguiſh of all the reſt; when the enemies, with whom 
a kingdom is reduced to the wretched neceſſity of con- 
tending, are thoſe of its own houſhold* ; connected with it, 
and with each other, by ties of blood and kindred, and 
entitled, in virtue of their vow'd allegiance to the ſame civil 
authority, to the participation of equal privileges and protec- 
tion. The ſharpeſt contentions, and the hardelt to be re- 
- conciled, are between Friends: and Government itſelf, how- 
ever defirous of an accommodation, or willing to redreſs real 
grievances, can by no art recover the confidence of thoſe, 
who are determined never to be ſatisfied. Then again to 
think, out of the multitudes who perith by the ſword, how 
terrible a proportion are too probably cut off in the bloom 
and bloſſom of their fins; robbed of God's gift of lite, be- 
tore they had learnt the end for which life was given them; 
precipitated, in the fire of youth, and in the full ſtrength 
of ungovern'd paſſions, into another world, before they had 
been taught the proper uſe and i improvement of this; before 
ige and experience had done their beſt for them, and helped 
them to know and liſten to that inward voice, which might 
have brought them to repentance, and qualified them he 
that mercy, which was purchaſed for returning ſinners by 


Matth. x. 36. 8 
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the death of the Son of God! It is impoſſible that Wars, 
thus extenſively ruinous, and to the ſouls as well as bodies of 
Individuals, can ultimately conduce to the benefit of 50- 


cieties; or that they can be conſidered under any other iden 
than that in which the Scripture repreſents them, as punith- 


ments divinely inflicted to awaken and chaſtiſe a guilty na- 


tion, and as one of the /ore judgments* of Almiohty 
God. | 


II. Let us now proceed to what was mentioned above, 


as the ſecond cauſe of the ruin of public communities, the 


power of Internal Corruption. If War be ſometimes uſed as 


the inſtrument of divine vengeance to overturn at once a guilty 
kingdom from its foundations; Corruption effectuates the ſame 
purpoſe by a method, flower indeed, but not leſs ſure. 


The elucidation of this aſſertion, by a ſober review of the 


Principles and Manners, which mark the character of che 
preſent times, will furniſh abundant matter for teflection; 
and, if purſued to its only legitimate end, the reformation 
of our lives, may prove the means of averting thoſe awful 
indications of the divine diſpleaſure, which are abroad in 


the earth, and of regaining the favour of our offended 


Maker, whole compatlions we are here aſſemble to im- 
plore. 5 


1. Among the many privileges, with which an all-wiſe 


Providence hath bleſſed the inhabitants of this favour'd 
iſland,” the moſt iuv. aluable is the free Profe on ot the 


5 
5 . 


Chriſtian 


1 
Chriſtian Revelation; reſormed from the pernicious errors of 
Popery, and, what ought no leſs to recommend it to our eſ- 
teem, retaining in its eſtabliſned worſhip and government a 
model of doctrine and diſcipline, not greatly differing from 
that of the Churches of Apoſtolical authority. A Revela- 
tion thus pure and holy, however ſmall the influence it may 
have upon our Practice, one might hope in Speculation would 
be entitled to ſome expreſſions of civility and reſpect; or, if 
that had been too much, would at leaſt be ſuffered, with 
other forgotten things, quietly to fink into ſilence and obli- 
vion. But ſach modeſty and reſerve are not among the at- 
tainments of unbelievers of the preſent generation. Not 
fatisfied with a Janguid and careleſs rejection of its preten- 
lions, they have been alert and active in holding it forth as 
the proper object of merited contempt; now openly i impugn- 
ing its tenets under the graver form of a direct attack, now 
more obliquely inſulting them under the diſguiſe of an il- 
liberal and witleſs irony. And the eagerneſs, with which 
ſuch writings have uſually. been received, hath gratified but 
too well the vanity and malignity of their authors. A few 
perhaps may have had underſtanding and probity enough, 
which have ſerved as antidotes to repel. the poiſon; but the 
generality have drank off, and with an increaſing avidity, 
the whole chalice, Iiſtory has deſcended from its dignity, 
and been employed to miniſter to the reigning paſſion; and 

Romance itſelf wv ould loſe its relid] h for the vitiated taſte of 

tathiona able readers, if it were not tainte d with the ſeatoning 
F irreligion. 1 8 


But 


But why do I ſpeak of Revelation ? When, as if it were 
not enough to eradicate from the minds of the multitude the 
ſaving knowledge of a Redeemer, attempts are made to 


emancipate them from the fear of God, conſidered as the 
Moral Governor of his creatures: when the great articles of 


Natural Religion, which for their Utility were wont to be 
reverenced as facred, and by their Truth afford the ſureſt 
ground of comfort under all the calamities man is heir to, are 
denied and ridiculed: And in the place of theſe infallible 
dictates of reaſon is ſubſtituted a cold and ſelfiſh and de- 
grading Philoſophy; which ſubverts the diſtinctions of vice 


and virtue, which is contradicted by all the feelings of our 


nature, and gives us up to the illuſions of an indeciſive and 
diſtruſtful Scepticiſm. Such a ſyſtem would have been 
thought a prodigy in the times of Heatheniſm; though with us 
it hardly excites a wonder. One, who had divided the labours 
of a long life in endeavouring to overturn the foundations of 


Civil Liberty, and of Natural and Revealed Religion, inſtead 


of meeting with the deteſtation due to thoſe, who would de- 


fraud us of the happineſs of both worlds, w was congratulated 6 


by a deluded public as a ſucceſsful aſſailant of ignorance and 


ſuperſtition ; and, that his triumphs might be continued 


even after death, he has been propoſed to future ages as a 
model of wiſdom and virtue, approaching as nearly to per- 
ect as human frailty will permit “. 


Where the Principles af Infidelity have taken ſuch deep 


root, the Manners of a  COMMEITY will nth bs be couform- 


 ® See the Letter from Dr. Adam Smith, fubjoined to the Life of David 5 


Hume, = written by himſelf. 777. 
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able to them. Accordingly it has come to paſs, that in pro- 
portion as the influence of Religion on the heart has declined, 
its outward offices and duties have been neglected. Applica- 
tions to the Supreme Being in the way of Private Prayer, 
have been repreſented as uſeleſs, becauſe inconſiſtent with an 
eſtabliſhed courſe of natute; or ſerviceable at beſt as the 
means of increaſing good affections in the worſhipper. Do- 
meſtic Devotion, 7 plainly conducive to the higheſt in- 
tereſts both of Maſters and Servants, and which. was wont 
to cloſe, with ſuch pleaſing regularity, the blameleſs even- 
ings of our forefathers, is become impoſſible amidſt the tu- 
mult, the diſorder, the diſſoluteneſs, which predominate in 
many of the wealthier families. And the day, ſet apart by 
the laws of God and man for the exerciſes of Public Piety, 
in order to preſerve in our minds a ſenſe of the divine autho- 
rity, and to ſecure our obedience to it, is appropriated by 
the vicious great to purpoſes ſo abhorrent from its inſtitution, 
and to their inferiors affords ſo many opportunities of crimi- 
nal indulgence, that, like other abuſed bleſſings, inſtead of 
a benefit to either, it probably ſerves to both to increaſe their 
guilt and Welk condemnation. 


4 2. If now, from this unhappy ſlate of Religion amongſt 
us, we turn to take a curſory view of our Morals, the fame 
deſtructivo Theory, together with the ſame depraved Prac- 
tice, will meet us, though in a different way. The time 
was, when a ſcrious regard to the commands of God was 
thought to be the ſureſt foundation, on which to erect the 
ſtruQure of virtue; when impreſſing maxims of probity on 
the young and Wein migd was Judged to be the beſt ſecu- 
| rity 
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1 
rity from the dominion of inward paſſion, or the ſudden vio- 
lence of outward temptation. But a ſervile reſpect to the 
will of a ſuperior, we have been told, would deſtroy the me- 
rit of obedience; and infuting early habits of ſelf-govern— 
ment would cramp the efforts of natural genius. An caſier 
diſcipline hath been invented, in which the ſevere and anti- 
quated rules of morality are diſcarded, and other regulations 
introduced, better ſuited to the capricious delicacy of mo- 
dern manners. In this ſchool of polite inſtruction, a prudent _ 
accommodation to the modes of thinking and ating, which 
prevail in faſhionable life, is inculcated as the great leſ- 
ſon to be learnt by every aſpirant to worldly diſtinctions, 
the cardinal excellence, which is to lead to certain honour 
and fortune. An obſequious and unmeaning civility, i 
which the affections have no concern, is taught to ns 
the air, and uſurp the place, of benevolence ; and a ſtudied 
attention to exterior accompliſhments ſerves as a decent veil | 
to hide the hollowneſs and corruption of the heart &. 


Who now can 1 if from Principles thus unfixed 
and faulty, a Conduct ſhould be derived, which is fluctuat- 
ing and irregular ? Or that the man, whoſe mind has never 
been imbued with juſt notions of the importance of true 1 
ligion and Virtue, ſhould want the fortitude to refiſt the preſ- 
ſing calls of inclination, and yield a ready aſſent to any pro- 
poſal which promiſes to relieve the languor of inactivity, 
more oppreſſive than poſitive uneaſineſs? Having loſt, or 
never acquired, a taſte for innocent delights, his clamorous ; 


ges the late Ear! of Cheſterhelds Letters, throughout, : wt 
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appetites can only be appeaſed by forbidden gratifications. 
Theſe, {till riſing in their demands, cannot always, or long, 
be indulged, without greater additions to his expences than 
prudence will allow ; and when the bounds of economy 
have been once tranſgreſſed, neceſlity obliges this unhappy 
victim of his pleaſures to continue the ſame profuſion, and 
to plunge fill deeper into new diſtreſſes. To allay the ſears 
of inſtant penury, he tries to repair his loſſes by the danger- 
_ ous experiment of Play; or, what is a yet greater infamy, 
proſtitutes his time and talents to ſubſerve the intereſts of a 
faction. But ſuch reſources ſoon failing, he is left in the 
end {till more entangled than before. Sorrows of every kind 
begin to multiply around him. Poverty comes upon him 
as one that travelleth, and Want as an armed man * till at 
length, his fortunes "ruined beyond recovery, his body 
broken by intemperance, and his mind ulcerated by the 
corroding ſenſe of guilt, deſpair prevails over every other 


_ conſideration, and an infamous act of ſuicide concludes his 
miſeries and his life. 


But there is another and a worſe inſtance of the general 
profligacy yet behind. Of the numerous ſocieties Which 
mankind have been led to form for the purpoſes of mutual 
advantage, none is of more importance to individuals or the 
public than that of Marriage. The very nature of this ſo- 
ciety requires it to be perpetual ; and, beſides the authority 
of a divine command, the moſt important ends of its inſti- 
tution, the production and education of children, could not 
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to be diſſolved at pleaſure, During the virtuous times of 
the Roman commonwealth, this union was regarded as ſo 


inviolable, as to give riſe to a tradition, that for the iirſt five 


hundred years not a ſingle example of Divorce was known : 
and it is an undoubted fact, that when once Separations of 
this ſort, and for the moſt trifling cauſes, were allowed, 
the permiſſion was followed by the moſt abandoned licen- 
tiouſneſs, that ever deformed the annals of mankind. Our 
laws are better calculated to preſerve the purity of manners 


in this particular than the Roman; and nothing ſhort of 


Adultery, or the breach of what is moſt eſſential to the con- 
tract, is, with us, a ground for its total diſſolution. Yet 
even this circumſtance of the modeſty of our laws may be 
converted into a deciſive proof of the corruption of our mo- 
rals. The infidelity of married women is now ſo little of a 
rarity, that the granting of divorces on this account is no 


ſmall part of the buſineſs of the legiſlature. And this rea- 
ſonable indulgence to the huſband, inſtead of proving, as it 
_ ought, a puniſhment to the wife, is often found 1 in fact to 


ſerve but as a freſh incentive to her depravity. For no 
ſooner is the injured party ſet looſe from the contract, than 
the other is at liberty of courſe : hence it has come to pals, 
though contrary to the intentions of Government, that the 


offending perſon, now freed from all connection with the 


man to whom ſhe had plighted an eternal conſtancy, not 
only continues, a8 before, a flagitious intercourſe with her 


ſeducer, but is enabled to ſanctify as it were the diſgr raceful 5 


commerce by changing it into that of legal matrimony. 
This growing evil, it is boped, has received ſome check 
from 
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from that laudable jealouſy, which has prompted You to 
withhold Your aſſent to every new propoſal of divorce, where 
proofs have been diſcovered of manifeſt fraud or colluſion ; 
and more particularly from a remedy in form, originating 
from among Youurſelves, and propounded with a gravity and 
prudence, becoming the Upper Houſe of Legiſlature of this 
kingdom. Why an expedient, which ſeemed ſo ſeaſonable 
and ſo ſalutary, was not permitted to obtain the full force 
of Law, belongs not to the preſent buſineſs to inquire. But 
in matters of morality, the mere endeavours to introduce a 
reformation are not without their benefit; and in the in- 
ſtance before us, the attempt alone, for whatever reaſons it 
failed of ſucceſs, may be regarded as a Proteſt, ſolemnly and 
authoritatively declared, againſt the wickedneſs and dete 
neracy of the times. 


If any aggravation can be made to the ſpecies of impurity 
here alluded to, it is that the women of ſpotleſs fame, and 
whoſe characters are yet above ſuſpicion, inſtead of uniting A 
to expreſs their deteſtation of the practice, ſeem, many of 
them, diſpoſed to conſider it as now no longer infamous, 
and thus, in a degree, become the acceſſaries to its guilt. 
In the mean time, it is ſome conſolation to obſerve, that 

amidſt the general licentiouſneſs there are not wanting the 
faireſt patterns of domeſtic excellence, which perſons of either _ 

ſex, who have any generous ambition, might do well to 
emulate. | You perceive immediately here it is that I 
would principally direct your attention; to that exalted ſta- 
tion, where lmplicity of manners, diſplayed 1 in a bright aſ- 
Oe  ſemblage 
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du blaze of all the virtues of private life, adds a glory to the 
eptendors of a Throne; to Thoſe, who are daily exhibit- 
ing, to an adulterous and ſinful generation Þ, the exactetk 
models of conjugal as of every other duty, ſupporting reli- 
gion by their authority, and adorning it by their example. 


III. The delineation, which hath here been given of the 
ruling Principles and Manners, ſerves more than a thouſund 
arguments to engage us to conform to that wiſe and gracious 
exertion of authority, by which we have been ſummoned to 
humble ourſelves beforc Almighty God, to acknowledge our 
various offences againſt his Divine Majcſty, and to intreat 
him to avert thoſe heavy judgments, which our ſins have 
_ deſerved. But the proper uſe of ſuch ſolemnities as the pre- 
ſent is, not ſo much to bewail the collective ſum of na- 
tional vice, as to review, each perſon for himſelf, his pri- 
vate temper and behaviour, and to ſee that no additions be 
made to the reigning follies by any iniquity of his own. 
Let this then be our remaining care to complete the duties 
of the day: and if, on an honeſt and ſevere inſpection into 
ourſelves, we find that, were God extreme to mark what we 
Have done amiſs *, we could not abide the ſcrutiny of his im- 
partial judgment; let us, with deep abaſement of heart, 
cConfeſs our multiplied tranſgreſſions, and laying hold by 
faith on the merits of that Blood, which alone is able to 
diſcharge their ſtains, return without delay to the forſaken 
paths of duty. 


+ Mark viii. 38. * Pf. cxxx. 3. 
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Such a Faſt, and ſuch a conduct ſubſequent to it, will be 
a certain method of procuring mercy to ourſelves, whatever 
may be their effect in removing or lightening the puniſhments 
of others. Nor need we deſpair even of this. Ten righteous 
men might once have ſaved a city. He, who hath told us, 
the effeftual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much, 
and hath commanded us to pray one for another ꝶ, for kings 
and all that are in authority ; may be pleaſed, in conſider- 
ation of the interceſſions of a pious few, to ſpare an offend- 
ing multitude; to arreſt the deſtroying Angel in his pro- 
greſs, and ſtop the effuſion of human blood ; and to reſtore 
and perpetuate to our Sovereign, and to his kingdoms— 
what it hath been the declared object of Government, by 
very expedient, whether of Conciliation or Force, to pro- 
cure—the Bleſſings of Peace, 


| 1 James V. 16. 8 I Tim, ii. 2. 
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